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SHARING THE LOVE ON LOCKERS AT TAYLOR MIDDLE  
 

When students arrived at Taylor Middle School on Valentine’s Day and made their way 
to their lockers, each one found a construction-paper heart taped on his or her locker’s metal 
door expressing words of affirmation and love. Special education teacher Jen Linthicum 
spearheaded the effort, enlisting the aid of several teachers and staff, who wrote positive words 
on the hearts such as “You are loved,” “You are awesome,” and “You make a difference.” Every 
assigned locker in the building sported a heart for the early-morning welcome.  

Linthicum is 
Taylor’s team 
member for the 
Virginia Tiered 
System of Supports 
(VTSS), which 
establishes 
academic, behavioral 
and social/emotional 
supports needed for 
a school to be an 
effective learning 
environment for all 
students. Part of 
VTSS is the 
longstanding 
program in effect in 
Fauquier County 
Public Schools – the 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports program. With PBIS as the framework, Linthicum 
explained her motivation for the lockers of love: 

“As middle school teachers, we often find that our students are going through a 
multitude of things in their lives,” she said. “Valentine’s Day can just be a reminder of something 
they are missing if they see others around them celebrating with family, boyfriends/girlfriends, 
etc. This year at Taylor, our PBIS team has developed some ways to promote morale and 
positivity and fun activities for the students to participate in.” She saw a parent’s idea on 
Pinterest where she made hearts and each day added a reason why she loved her daughter and 
put it on her bedroom door. “I figured we could change that and show our students how much 
all the teachers care for them,” she said, “and even if they are going through something where 
they feel alone, there is always someone at school who cares about them.”           (See next page) 
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  Linthicum said the locker love generated a lot of positive reaction from the Taylor 
students. 

“Even some eighth-grade boys were overheard saying, ‘This is really cool!’  We also had 
a lot of positive feedback on Facebook where parents were commenting that their students 
came home saying how much it made their day. Even if it is something small, it can go a long 
way,” she said. Linthicum said many of the TMS students took their hearts and wore them 
around school, took them home, or put them on the insides of their lockers as a reminder of 
how much their teachers care about them. 

 
 


